
From: Hawkins Jack 
Sent: 02 June 2016 13:12
To: XXX(General Medicine)
Subject: Harriet
 
Dear XXX
 
I am unsure whether you are aware but our daughter Harriet Hawkins died during labour on 17th April 2016.  There were no pre-natal problems with Sarah nor Harriet, who weighed 6lbs 12 oz.  A detailed scan performed by XXX at 38 weeks confirmed that Harriet had no organ, placental or cord abnormalities.   On delivery, there were no visible cord or placental problems.
 
With over ten phone calls, two admissions including one where diamorphine was given but no follow-up examination was performed, conflicting information and what we deem as substandard care from numerous different practitioners Harriet was confirmed dead 6 days over-due having had a viable heart beat hours before.  We believe the inadequate care caused her death.
 
We have asked repeatedly, before even we left hospital, for this to be communicated to you and XXX and for there to be a Significant Untoward Incident investigation. If she had taken one breath, she would have been referred to the coroner. We would have informed them that we had concerns and that we felt poor care was the cause of her death. We are not sure what is happening, but are deeply concerned that the plan is for an internal investigation performed by the obstetric team, without our involvement, followed by a meeting with a consultant. This is neither appropriate nor proportionate.
 
In addition, we want the results of the post mortem before we have Harriet’s funeral. We are told we will have to wait just less than three months as per NICE guidance. Whilst we accept the need for queues, Harriet’s case is not the same as a tragic 26 week loss due to foetal abnormalities not compatible with life.
 
We need to trust that NUH are conducting an appropriate inquiry. We do not currently believe that you are. Can you re-assure us please?
 
Jack and Sarah Hawkins

